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Disclaimer 
 

This document was created by Mushkegowuk Council Lands and Resources Department 
in collaboration and with advice from Omushkego experts, through consultation with 
Nations, and building on prior Nations’ work. 

The purpose of this document is to explain the draft conservation plan, and to get input 
from each participating Nation. The Mushkegowuk Council is seeking to ensure your 
vision is incorporated in the future final plan. You play a vital role in determining the future 
of Omushkego lands and waters for generations to come.  

This conservation plan seeks to assert and to affirm our Indigenous and Treaty rights and 
will not derogate from these rights; including the rights to hunt, fish, trap, and gather 
medicine in our homelands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Draft Conservation Plan (March 2024) For Omushkego Nations Review 

2 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Letter From The Grand Chief ........................................................ 3 

Summary ....................................................................................... 7 

Background ................................................................................. 13 

Vision .......................................................................................... 15 

Framework For Omushkego Wahkohtowin ................................. 16 

Stream 1: Protected Areas ..................................................................... 17 
Stream 2: Goverance and Management ................................................ 21 
Stream 3: Ecosystem Health .................................................................. 25 
Stream 4: Community Livelihoods and Wellbeing .................................. 31 

Glossary and Abbreviations ........................................................ 37 

APPENDIX 1. Species-At-Risk In The Omushkego Homelands . 38 

APPENDIX 2. Stream 1: Strategies, Milestones and Activities ... 40 

APPENDIX 3. Stream 2: Strategies, Milestones and Activities ... 42 

APPENDIX 4. Stream 3: Strategies, Milestones and Activities ... 46 

APPENDIX 5. Stream 4: Strategies, Milestones and Activities ... 52 

 

 

 
Clare Wark, WWF 



  
Draft Conservation Plan (March 2024) For Omushkego Nations Review 

3 

 

Letter From The Grand Chief 
We the Omushkego draw strength from 

the land and waters and from our 

ancestors. As the Grand Chief of the 

Omushkego, I ask that you join me in 

honouring our elders when they speak of 

unity. 

We the Omushkego, people of the lands 

and rivers draining into western 

Weeneebeg and Washaybeyoh, have 

always lived here and will always live 

here. 

We live on these lands and waters, and 

we know that as Omushkego we share 

the past and we will share the future. We 

know that our ancestors lived and worked 

and travelled and harvested and cared 

for the land together with each other and 

that their cooperation and mutual 

assistance benefitted all. 

We also see that today our people do not 

enjoy the same levels of material and 

economic wellbeing as the surrounding 

society. We know that if we want to 

protect our lands and waters and get the 

benefits of economic development and 

wellbeing for our communities, we must 

remember the cooperation that our 

Omushkego forebearers practised with 

each other, and we must continue that 

cooperation, and we must increase it. 

We see that there are difficulties in our 

communities that are not being 

addressed because the voice of the 

united Omushkego people is not being 

heard. We see that our Treaty with the 

people of Ontario and Canada, an 

expression of our rights, is not being fully 

respected, and that we must speak to 

defend our rights. We know that as 

Omushkego people, we share interests, 

and we share a vision which can only be 

protected and grown if we increase our 

coordination and further develop our 

ability to speak and be heard effectively. 

We know that our ancestors practised 

values that helped them be stewards of 

the lands and waters and that helped 

them economically and politically in their 

lives, and we believe that these values 

are as valid today as in the past. To be 

able to survive, our ancestors had to plan 

on how to use the land together. They 

would agree on where to travel, harvest 

animals, live in different seasons and 

what animals or areas needed to be 

protected so that they could remain 

healthy. When Omushkego respected 

the land, everyone benefitted. When our 

ancestors showed respect for the geese 

and the moose, and for the animals and 

plants of the land and the fish in the 

water, they were spiritually strengthened, 

and the animals and the plants and the 

fish were there for future needs. 

We believe that these Omushkego 

values are as important and as powerful 

today as they were then. We believe that 

these values are the basis for 

Omushkego unity. 

We believe that in unity lies strength. 

When we create our own businesses and 

trade organizations, we benefit from trust 

and understanding. When we work 

together to respect the land, the waters, 
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the animals, the fish, and the plants, we 

are spiritually stronger, and our future is 

more secure. 

When each member of our communities 

can speak and be heard, whether Elder 

or youth or adult, their wisdom is shared, 

and all benefit. When the Chiefs and 

leaders of our communities work 

together, each leader’s efforts are 

strengthened, and all Omushkego 

benefit. When our Chiefs and leaders 

speak with one voice in our dealings with 

other governments and other peoples, 

the Omushkego benefit and the lands 

benefit. 

Therefore, we as Chiefs of our 

communities, and as joint leaders of the 

Omushkego people, recognize the 

present, existing fundamental unity of the 

Omushkego people, and will continue to 

work toward increasing that unity in 

practice, based on the values that our 

people inherited from our ancestors. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin is a step 

that we can take to confront the 

challenges that our communities and our 

lands face, leading to a harmonious 

balance between economic development 

and protecting our natural environment. 

Together we will have a future with 

healthy communities and a healthy 

environment.  

We the Omushkego will use this 

opportunity to reclaim our rights to 

govern, to manage, and to be custodians 

of the land, waters, and resources. We 

will use this opportunity to build a better 

future for the land, for ourselves, and for 

generations to come. We are responsible 

for our land and water and the living 

things we find upon them and by our 

united actions we demonstrate this. 
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ᑭᒋ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐅᒪᓯᓇᐃᑲᐣ 

 

ᑭᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᑭᑐᑎᓀᓇᓇᐤ 

ᒪᐡᑲᐧᐃᓯᐧᐃᐣ ᐊᐢᑭᐠ ᐅᒋ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑭ ᑭᔐᔭᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ 

ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲ ᑭ ᐯᒋ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᒋᐠ᙮ ᐁ ᑭᒋ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓂᐧᐃᔭᐣ 

ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᒪᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᐅᒋ ᑭᐸᑯᓭᓂᒥᑎᓇᐧᐊᐤ ᑭᒋ 

ᐧᐃᒋᑲᐸᐧᐃᐢᑕᐧᐃᔦᐠ ᐁ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᒪᑭᐠ ᑭᔐᔭᐊᐧᐊᐠ  

ᐃᐢᐱ ᐁ ᐊᔭᒥᑐᑕᑭᐠ ᒪᒪᐧᐃᑲᐸᐧᐃᓂᓂᐤ᙮ 

 

ᑭᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᐊᐢᑭᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓯᐱᔭ ᑲ 

ᐃᔑᒋᐧᐊᑭ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ ᐧᐃᓂᐯᑯᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐧᐊᔕᐃᐯᔭᐠ 

ᑕᔑᓀ ᑭ ᐯᒋ ᑕᔑᑲᓇᓇᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑕᔑᓀ ᑭ ᑲ 

ᑕᔑᑲᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᑕ᙮ 

 

ᑭᑕᔑᑲᑐᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᒪ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓯᐱᔭ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑕᐧᒪᐠ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲ ᑭ ᐯᒋ 

ᒪᒪᐧᐃ ᑐᑕᑭᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐯᔭᐧᑲᐣ ᐧᐃᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ ᐃᑌᑫ᙮ 

ᑭ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑭ ᑭᔐᔭᐊᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᐁ 

ᑭᑕᔑᑫᒋᐠ ᐅᑕ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑫᓂᑯᐠ ᐁ ᑭ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᒋᐠ ᐁ ᑭ 

ᐸᑦᐱᒋᒋᐠ ᐁ ᑭᐣᑕᒥᓇᐅᒋᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐁ 

ᑭᓇᑲᒋᑕᒋᐠ ᐊᐢᑭᓂᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐁ ᑭᑲᓇᐧᐁᓂᒥᑐᒋᐠ ᑲ ᑭ 

ᐃᔑ ᐧᐃᒋᐃᑐᒋᐠ ᒥᑐᓂ ᑭ ᑭ ᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᓇᓇᐤ᙮ 

 

ᑭᐧᐊᐸᑌᓇᓇᐤ  ᐊᓄᐨ  ᑲ ᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᑭᑎᓂᓂᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᐁᑲ 

ᐁᒥᐧᓀᓂᑕᑭᐠ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ ᐅᒋ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐧᐊᑫᒋᐠ ᑫ ᑭ ᐅᒋ 

ᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᒋᐠ ᐁᑲ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᐁ ᐃᔑᓇᐧᑲᓂᓂᑭ 

ᑯᑕᑭᔭ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᐧᐊᑫᓂᒋ᙮ ᑭ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ 

ᐁᐧᐃᒪᓇᒋᑕᔭᐠ ᑭᑕᐢᑭᓇᐤ ᑫ ᑭ ᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᔭᐠ 

ᐊᐸᑎᓯᐧᐃᓇ ᑫ ᐃᑕᐧᑲᑭ ᑭᑎᑕᐧᐃᓂᓇᐠ᙮ ᑲᓄᑫᑕ 

ᐧᐃᒋᐃᑐᐧᐃᐣ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᑲ ᑭ ᐊᐸᒋᑕᒋᐠ 

ᔕᔑᐯᓂᑕᒧᐧᐃᓂᓂᐤ ᓄᓱᓀᐁᑕ ᐅᒪ ᐧᐃᒋᐃᑐᐧᐃᐣ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᑭᒋ ᐊᑎ ᓇᑭᑕᔭᐠ᙮ 

 

ᑭᐧᐊᐸᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᑎᑕᐧᐃᓂᓇᐧᐊ ᐁᒪᓂᐸᓂᑭ ᐁᑲ ᑲ 

ᐊᔭᒥᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭ ᐁᑲ ᐁᐣᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭ ᑭᐯᑕᑯᓯᐧᐃᓂᓇᐧᐊ 

ᑲ ᐃᔑ ᒪᒪᐧᐃᑲᐸᐧᐃᒋᐠ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ᙮ 

ᑭᐧᐊᐸᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᐊᓂᒪ ᑭᒋ ᐊᔓᑕᒪᑫᐧᐃᐣ ᐅᑕ 

ᐅᐣᑌᕆᐅ ᐊᐧᐁᓂᑲᓇᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑲᑭᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᐅᑭᒪᐧᐊᐠ 

ᐁᑲ ᑕᐧᐯ ᐁ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᑭᐠ ᐅᒣᓂᐤ 

ᐊᔓᑕᒪᑫᐧᐃᓂᓂᐤ ᐊᐸᑕᐣ ᒪᑲ ᑭᒋ ᒪᔑᑕᔭᐠ 

ᑭᑌᐸᑫᓂᑕᑯᓯᐧᐃᓂᓇᐤ᙮ ᑭ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ 

ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ  ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐃᔭᐠ ᐁᐧᐃ ᒪᑎᓇᒪᑫᔭᐠ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ 

ᑭᔑᔕᐧᐁᓂᑕᒪᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ ᐃᔑ ᐧᐊᐸᑕᒪᐠ ᑫ 

ᓇᓇᑲᑕᐧᐁᓂᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᑎ ᓇᑭᑕᔭᐧᑫ 

ᑭᐧᐃᒋᐃᑐᐧᐃᓂᓇᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᒋᑫᐣ ᑭᒋ ᐊᑎ 

ᐊᔭᒥᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᑭᒋ ᑭᐣᑐᑕᑲᐧᐃᔭᐠ ᑭᒋ ᑭ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᒪᑲᐠ᙮ 

 

ᑭ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᒧᔓᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᐁ ᑭ ᐯᒋ ᐊᐸᒋᑕᒋᐠ 

ᑲ ᑭ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᑭᐠ ᑲ ᑭᐧᐃᒋᐃᑯᒋᐠ ᐁᓇᓇᑲᒋᑕᒋᐠ 

ᐊᐢᑭᓂᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᐢᑭᓂᐤ ᐁ ᑭ ᐧᐃᒋᐃᑯᒋᐠ ᑲ ᑭ ᐅᒋ 

ᐱᒪᒋᐅᒋᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑲ ᑭ ᓂᑲᓂᐢᑕᒪᓱᒋᐠ 

ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐧᐃᓂᐧᐊᐠ᙮ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐁᑕᐧᐯᔦᓂᑕᒪᐠ ᐅᐅ 

ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᐧᑲᑭ ᐁ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᒪᑲᑭ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᑲ ᑭ 

ᐃᔑᓇᐧᑲᐠ ᑲᔭᐡ᙮ ᑭᒋ ᑭᐱᒪᑎᓱᐧᐊᐠ ᑭᒧᔓᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᑭ 

ᐅᓇᐢᑕᒪᑯᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᑫᑐᑕᐧᒪᐠ ᑭᒋ ᑭ ᐊᐸᒋᑕᔭᐠ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ 

ᒪᒧᐤ᙮ ᑭᓇᐢᑯᒥᑐᐧᐊᐠ ᑕᐣᑌ ᑫ ᑭ ᐃᔑ ᐸᑦᐱᒋᒋᐠ ᑫ 

ᐃᔑ ᐣᑕᒥᓇᐅᒋᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑭᒋ ᑕᔑᑫᒋᐠ ᑕᑐ 

ᐱᐢᑭᑕᔭᐧᐊ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐁ ᑭ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑕᑭᐠ ᑫᑯ ᐊᐧᐃᔭᔑᔕ 

ᑫᒪᓇᒋᐊᒋᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑲ ᐃᔑ ᓄᒋᒋᑫᓂᒋ ᑭᒋ 

ᑭᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᓂᒋ᙮ ᐃᐢᐱ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᐁ 

ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᑭᐠ ᐅᑕᐢᑭᐧᐊᐤ ᒥᓯᐧᐁ ᐊᐧᐁᓂᑲᐣ 

ᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᐤ᙮  

 

ᐃᐢᐱ ᑭᒧᔓᒥᓇᐧᐊᐠ ᑲ ᑭ ᐧᐊᐸᑎᓇᐧᐁᒋᐠ ᐁ ᑭ 

ᑭᐢᑌᓂᒪᒋᐠ ᐱᓀᓯᐧᐊ ᓀᐢᑕ ᒧᐧᓴ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᐧᐃᔑᔕ 

ᒪᐡᑯᔑᔭ ᐊᐢᑭᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓇᒣᓴ ᓂᐱᐠ ᑲ ᐃᑕᓂᒋ 

ᑭᐧᐃᒋᐃᑯᐧᐊᐠ ᐊᒐᑯᐠ ᐃᔑ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᐧᐃᔭᔑᔕᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᒪᐡᑯᔑᔭ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓇᒣᓴ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑫ ᑭ ᐊᐸᒋᐃᒥᒋ᙮ 
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ᑭᑕᐧᐯᔦᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᐅᐅ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐊᐠ ᑲ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᑭᐠ 

ᓇᐢᐱᐨ ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᐧᑲᐧᓇ ᓀᐢᑕ ᒪᐡᑲᐧᐃᑲᐸᐧᐃᒪᑲᐧᓇ 

ᐅᐅ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ  ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᐧᑲᑭ ᐁᑯ ᐅᒪ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ 

ᒪᒪᐧᐃᑲᐸᐧᐃᐧᐃᐣ᙮ 

 

ᑭᑕᐧᐯᔦᓂᑌᓇᓇᐤ ᒪᒪᐧᐃᐧᐃᐣ ᐁᓱᑲᑎᓯᒪᑲᐠ᙮ ᐃᐢᐱ 

ᐁᐧᐃ ᐅᔑᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᐧᐃ ᐊᑐᐢᑫᐧᐃᑲᒥᐧᑲ 

ᑭᑐᑎᓀᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᑕᐧᐯᔦᓂᒥᑐᔭᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᓂᓯᑐᑕᑐᔭᐠ᙮ ᐃᐢᐱ ᐁᒪᒪᐧᐃ ᐊᐸᑎᓯᔭᐠ ᐁ 

ᑭᐢᑌᓂᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ ᓂᐱᔾ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᐧᐃᔭᔑᔕᐠ ᓇᒣᓴᐠ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᓇᓇᑲᐤ ᒪᐡᑯᔑᔭ ᒥᑐᓂ ᑭᒪᐡᑲᐧᐃᓯᓇᓇᐤ 

ᐊᒐᑯᐠ  ᓀᐢᑕ ᓂᑲᐣ ᐃᑌᑫ ᒥᒋᒥᓂᑫᒪᑲᐣ᙮ 

ᐃᐢᐱ ᐊᐧᐁᓂᑲᐣ ᑕᑐ ᑭᑎᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᓇᐠ ᐊᔭᒥᑌ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᐯᑕᑌ ᑭᔐᔭᐊᐤ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐱᑯ ᑲ ᑎᐱ 

ᑭᔐᔭᐊᐧᐃᐟ ᐅ ᑲᑫᑕᐧᐁᓂᑕᒧᐧᐃᓂᐧᐊᐤ 

ᑕᑭᒥᓯᑌᐸᓂᐧᑕᓂᐧᐊᓂᓂᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᓇᓂᐧᐊᓂᓂᐤ᙮ ᐃᐢᐱ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᒪᒪᐤ 

ᐊᐸᑎᓯᐧᑕᐧᐁ ᑕᑐ ᑲᓂᑲᓂᒋᐠ ᑲᑕᒪᐡᑲᐧᐃᓯᐧᐊᐠ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᒥᓯᐧᐁ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐊᐠ ᑕᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᐧᐊᐠ᙮ ᐃᐢᐱ 

ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᑲᓂᑲᓂᒋᐠ ᐊᔭᒥᐧᑕᐧᐁ ᑭᒋ 

ᐯᔭᐧᑲᓂᓂᐠ ᐅᐯᑕᑯᓯᐧᐃᓂᐧᐊᐤ ᐁ ᐊᔭᒥᐊᒋᐠ ᑭᒋ 

ᐅᑭᒪᐧᐊ ᓀᐢᑕ ᑯᑕᑭᔭ ᐊᐧᐁᓂᑲᓇ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐊᐠ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ ᑲᑕᒥᓄᐸᓂᐤ᙮ 

 

ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯ ᐧᐊᑯᑐᐧᐃᐣ ᐁᑯ ᐅᒪ ᑫ ᑭ ᐊᑎ ᐅᒋ 

ᐅᐱᑲᐸᐧᐃᔭᐠ ᐊᓂᐃ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑫᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᐠ 

ᑭᑎᓂᓂᐧᐊᐢᑭᓇᐠ ᑲ ᐃᑭᑭ᙮ ᐁᓂᑲᓄᑕᑕᔭᐠ 

ᒥᐧᓀᓂᒧᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᑕᐱᑕᐤ ᑭᒋ ᐃᔑᓇᐧᑲᐠ ᐊᑐᐢᑫᐧᐃᓂᐠ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᐁᓇᓇᑲᒋᑕᔭᐠ ᑭᑕᐢᑭᓇᐤ᙮ ᒪᒪᐤ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑭ ᑲ 

ᐊᔭᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᑭᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᒪᑲᑭ ᑭᑎᑕᐧᐃᓂᓇᐧᐊ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᑭᒋ ᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᒪᑲᐠ ᐧᐊᐢᑲ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ᙮ 

 

ᐁ ᐅᒪᐡᑫᑯᐧᐃ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐃᔭᐠ ᑭᓇᐃᐸᓂᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᑭ 

ᑭᐧᐁ ᐅᑎᓇᒪᐠ ᑲ ᐃᔑ ᑌᐸᑫᓂᑕᑯᓯᔭᐠ ᑭᒋ 

ᑭᑎᐯᓂᑕᒪᐠ ᑭᒋ ᑭᓇᓇᑲᒋᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ ᓂᐱᔾ 

ᓀᐢᑕ ᒥᓯᐧᐁ ᐊᐣᑕ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲ ᐃᑕᐧᑲᑭ ᑲ ᐅᒋ 

ᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ᙮ ᑭ ᑲ ᐊᐸᒋᑕᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᑭ ᐅᔑᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ ᑫ 

ᑭ ᒥᓄᐸᓂᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ ᐃᑌᑫ ᐅᒪ ᐅᒋ ᐊᐢᑭᔾ ᑭᓇᓇᐤ 

ᐅᒋ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑫ ᐊᑎ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᒋᐠ᙮ ᑭᓇᓇᐤ 

ᑭᓇᓇᑲᒋᑕᓇᓇᐤ ᑭᑕᐢᑭᓇᐤ ᓀᐢᑕ ᓂᐱᔾ ᓀᐢᑕ 

ᒥᓯᐧᐁ ᑫᐧᑲᓇ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᒪᑲᑭ ᑲ ᐃᔑ ᑭᐢᑫᓂᑕᒪᐠ 

ᒪᔑᑕᔭᐧᑫ ᒪᒪᐤ ᑕᑎ ᓄᐧᑲᐣ. ᐅᒪ᙮ 

 

ᑭᒋ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᑫ ᐃᔑ ᒪᓯᓇᐅᑎᓱᐟ 
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Summary 
The Omushkego Wahkohtowin Conservation Plan is written to provide people, especially 
Omushkego and adjacent Nations and communities, with information on community 
conservation planning for our lands and waters. This plan was made in response to many 
years of direction from Omushkego elders and leaders, including through Mamowihitowin 
(Annual Assembly) Resolutions to ensure the 
Omushkego continue to be responsible 
stewards of our lands and waters. 

The report has three parts. The first part is a 
plain language summary. The second part 
describes the plan in more detail. The third part 
contains tables showing species at risk in our 
territories, and tables that show the steps and 
actions to implement the conservation plan. 

 
 
 

  

Omushkego Wahkohtowin 

The term “Omushkego” means “the 
strong people” and is the name that 
Cree in the region use to describe 
themselves. “Wahkohtowin” refers 
to correct relationships between 
people and the natural world. 
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Conservation Planning 

The Omushkego (Cree) people have lived on the lands and waters beside Washaybeyoh 
(Hudson Bay) and Weeneebeg (James Bay) since time immemorial. Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin is a vision to take care of our homelands. Our people and communities will 
fulfil our role as custodians and guardians of our lands. We will do this by using 
conservation tools available to us.  

 

Conservation Planning For The Bays 

The first tool we are using for conserving the water in the bays is the creation of a National 
Marine Conservation Area (NMCA). The area being discussed is highlighted in dark blue 
on the map in Figure 1. It covers the waters of southwestern Washaybeyoh and western 
Weeneebeg. It is a way to protect the waters in the bays and will be created in partnership 
with Parks Canada. There are other marine protected areas like this in Canada. The 
Haida on the west coast worked with Parks Canada to create Gwaii Haanas National Park 
Reserve and NMCA. Inuit in Nunavut worked with Parks Canada to create the Tallurutiup 
Imanga NMCA. These marine protected areas are co-managed by the Indigenous 
peoples and Parks Canada.  

Mushkegowuk Council began the process of the creation of an NMCA with Parks Canada 
in 2021 by developing a Feasibility Study and collecting Omushkego knowledge of the 
marine and coastal area. The Mushkegowuk Council is now negotiating the establishment 
of the NMCA. A critical part of this negotiation is for Mushkegowuk Council to engage with 
and have the support of all the participating Nations. We will continue to engage with 
these Nations throughout the negotiation process to ensure that people understand what 
is being negotiated, and that Mushkegowuk Council takes direction from them. 

 

Conservation Planning on Land 

NMCAs cover salt waters, but we are 
also looking for conservation measures 
to include the shorelines and estuaries, 
where the rivers connect with the waters 
of the bays. Mushkegowuk Council, the 
Government of Canada, and the 
Government of Ontario will need to work 
together to expand the protection 
provided by the NMCA by adjusting the 
boundaries inland beyond the high tide 
line.  

Another tool that can help us cover 
conservation planning for the land is 
called Project Finance for Permanence 
(PFP). PFP is financial tool used world-

Who Are The Project Nations? 

The Project Nations are those whose 
leadership agreed to taking part in the 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin Project Finance for 
Permanence (PFP). It includes the seven 
Nations represented by the Mushkegowuk 
Council (Attawapiskat First Nation, Chapleau 
Cree First Nation, Fort Albany First Nation, 
Kashechewan First Nation, Missanabie Cree 
First Nation, Moose Cree First Nation, Taykwa 
Tagamou Nation) plus the two Nations that 
have agreed to be represented by the 
Mushkegowuk Council for the purpose of the 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP (Weenusk First 
Nation and Fort Severn First Nation). 
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wide to bring together partners, such as governments, Indigenous peoples, local 
communities, and funders to secure long-term conservation, full and sustained funding, 
and community benefits. This tool can provide funding for Indigenous-led conservation. 
The Mushkegowuk Council has embarked on the process of creating the Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin PFP, a PFP that will allow Omushkego to fulfil our role as custodians and 
guardians of our lands (Figure 1). The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP was included in 
December 2022 as one of four Indigenous-led conservation projects that will receive part 
of the $800 million in federal government funding announced for four PFPs in Canada. It 
is also a partnership with organizations that provide support for conservation. These 
organizations will add their funding to the government funding. The PFP will provide the 
time for a participatory planning process with all the Nations. 

Having this funding in place is a beginning. One of the next steps is to identify how 
Omushkego Nations will identify lands for conservation (areas that will be protected from 
mining, forestry, and hydro development). This will involve land-use planning, a process 
where Project Nations gather and make decisions about the best uses for their 
Homelands. These may include wildlife and ecosystem values, cultural values, 
community well-being, and economic values. Some Nations have collected some of this 
information and some have developed draft plans. The conservation plan will support 
completion of land use planning and support participating Nations where needed. The 
deep knowledge of the communities about our lands and waters will inform and define 
what happens next.  

Working with the Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada, we will identify 
tools suitable to protect the lands identified. These tools will also respect and uphold 
Indigenous rights and titles. They could include but are not limited to: National Parks, 
Heritage Sites, Bird and Wildlife Sanctuaries, Provincial Parks, Wilderness Areas, 
Conservation or Biodiversity Reserves, and Wetland designations. The best mechanisms 
for protection will be determined by the Nations in collaboration with provincial and federal 
governments. 

 

 Wildlands League 
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Figure 1. This map identifies the study area for the land portion of the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP 
(grey), the Nations participating in the PFP and the boundaries for the proposed NMCA (dark blue) in 
western Weeneebeg and southwestern Washaybeyoh. 
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Economic and Cultural Benefits  

We know that Omushkego Nations need more than conservation plans – they also need 
investments. In addition to conservation of our lands and waters: economic and 
community development are also objectives of the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP. The 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP will contribute to community initiatives by securing 
considerable financial resources for creating new local jobs that support conservation 
work, grow local businesses, and building new structures. 

We project that the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP will contribute to the development or 
creation of: 

● More than 200 new jobs made up of about twenty-three full-time and seasonal 
conservation-related jobs in each participating Nation; 

● Conservation staff accommodations in the form of five new housing units per 
Nation along with additional conservation related infrastructure (land-based 
monitoring stations, for example); 

● A multi-use facility in each of the participating Nations; 
● Funds to support new and existing harvester programs, land-based healing/detox 

programs, cultural knowledge transmission programs, food security initiatives 
(community gardens and greenhouses, for example), traditional harvesting ethics 
programs and mentorship programs; 

● Boosting start-up funding and operational costs for new and 
existing small businesses linked to conservation (eco-tourism, for example); and 

● Support for the developing a network of cultural and artistic practitioners called the 
Oshichikesiwuk Nanipek; 

● Support for the Omushkego Institute which will contribute to developing Cree 
curriculum and materials, teacher training for Cree immersion programs, and 
support for Cree language teachers in Omushkego First Nations schools. 
 

Climate Benefits 

One of the reasons our territories were chosen as a PFP Indigenous-led conservation 
initiative is that the land is extremely important for preventing and slowing climate change. 
The peatlands in the northern part of our homelands are the second largest in the world. 
They store an estimated 30 billion tonnes of carbon. The carbon storage capacity of the 
peatlands must be protected. Carbon is released when peatlands are disturbed, for 
example by road building or mining. Stewardship of these lands is our contribution to 
slowing global temperature increases, which will benefit us, as well as peoples around 
the world. The boreal forest in the south also contributes to slowing down climate change 
by storing carbon, purifying the air and water, and regulating the climate. 
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Governance 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP envisions an Indigenous-led governance framework 
that enables Nations to manage the lands, waters, and ocean, and that ensures treaty 
and inherent rights are protected. We will support full community participation in planning, 
management, and operations. Omushkego knowledge will play a central role in all 
conservation planning, management, and operations. 

The governance framework will be built based on Nation-to-Nation relationships 
established by our Treaty. We intend to create an ongoing discussion table to include 
representatives from participating Nations, the Government of Canada, and the 
Government of Ontario. At this table we will secure and renew the relationship between 
Omushkego and governments based on recognition of rights, respect, cooperation, and 
partnership to advance community development and conservation objectives. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP will also see the development of a Guardian program 
in each participating Nation. On the ground, Omushkego Guardians will play an important 
role. Indigenous Guardians programs are used in Canada and globally as the eyes and 
ears of the Nations. They ensure ecosystems are protected, cultural and spiritual areas 
are respected, and rules and regulations are followed. They uphold and enforce traditional 
and contemporary Indigenous laws, as part of continuing the work of our ancestors in 
protecting and managing our territories. We will work with and learn from established 
Guardians programs as we build the future Omushkego Guardians Programs.  

 

The Work To Be Done 

Participating Nations’ understanding of this plan, and their continued agreement to 
participate in it is our first priority. Together, we are laying the building blocks for 
Omushkego readiness to take jurisdiction and sovereignty over land and water 
management in our territories. The Omushkego Wahkohtowin Conservation Plan is 
based on a ten-year implementation period associated with a long-term financing model.  

 
Karl Bardon 
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Background 
Omushkego are the original inhabitants of the far north of what is now known as Ontario. 
The Omushkego (“the people of the land” or “strong people” in English) lived here long 
before Washaybeyoh and Weeneebeg were called Hudson Bay and James Bay, and we 
will continue to live here for countless generations to come. The Omushkego Homelands 
are located on lands to the west and the south of Washaybeyoh (Hudson Bay) and 
western Weeneebeg (James Bay) and cover almost a third of northern Ontario (see 
Figure 1). Omushkego Homelands in the south are a landscape of boreal forests, rivers, 
and lakes. The north has low-lying peatlands, coastline, islands, and marine water. 
Protecting our lands and waters is critical for the wellbeing of the Omushkego, Ontarians, 
Canadians, and the world. 

Within our homelands is the vast mushkeg of the James Bay-Hudson Bay Lowlands, an 
intact landscape of peatlands, wetlands, lakes, and rivers. These are the second-largest 
peatlands in the world and play a key role in stabilizing the global climate by storing an 
estimated 30 billion tonnes of carbon. The carbon storage capacity of the peatlands must 
be protected. Carbon is released when peatlands are disturbed, for example, by road 
building or mining. The southern portion of the Omushkego Homelands lie in the boreal 
forest of the Canadian Shield and clay belt. While the southern landscape has been 
changed by settlements, forestry, mining, hydroelectric dams, roads, and agriculture, 
there remains much to be protected and restored.  

Omushkego Wahkohtowin is the Omushkego vision to protect our homelands. Protection 
will include ecological, economic, and cultural 
benefits to the Omushkego. By creating new 
protected and conserved areas, we will ensure 
that the rich biodiversity and ecological integrity of 
our homelands is maintained. By protecting the 
land, we will also be protecting our inherent rights, 
our treaty rights and establishing a foundation so 
that our spirituality, culture, and traditions can be 
passed onto future generations. Conservation of 
our lands and waters will also ensure that the 
ecosystems that we have long depended on will 
remain intact for future generations. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin is not solely about 
conservation; economic and community 
development are also objectives. Following the Project Finance for Permanence (PFP) 
model, the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP is designed to contribute to the development 
of local economies and infrastructure by helping to foster sustainable economic activities 
that are based on community needs. Conservation and development can and should go 
together for the sake of the health and wellbeing of the land and the communities. The 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP has identified funds that will contribute to both 
conservation and economic development. 

Wahkohtowin 

A term in the Cree language that 
describes the concept of kinship, 
or the interconnectedness and 
interdependence of all living 
things. It is often used to express 
the idea of living in harmony with 
the natural world and with one 
another, recognizing the 
importance of relationships and 
responsibilities in maintaining 
balance and well-being. 
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The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP will contribute to community development by aiming 
to secure the considerable financial resources that are necessary for creating new local 
conservation jobs and fostering vital economic and infrastructure developments in the 
participating Nations. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin is a building block. It is a step in a process of reclaiming 
our identity as custodians of the land. It is a step in the process of reclaiming power over 
how resources get developed on our land. It is a step in the process of creating 
frameworks for caring for the land that are built using traditional Omushkego values. The 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin will provide us with the tools and the resources we need to 
continue the process of building a better future for our children.  

We are not alone in this process. There are non-Omushkego individuals and 
organizations who have stepped forward to help move this process forward. They have 
done so in a true spirit of reconciliation. They offer their help and expertise based on the 
belief that the Omushkego have been and will continue to be the custodians of our lands. 
They help because of the belief that the peoples of Ontario, Canada and of the world will 
benefit from the reclamation of our identity as caretakers of the Omushkego Aski (“the 
land of the Omushkego”). A PFP is a conservation and finance tool that brings together 
key partners around a conservation and development vision, leverages public and private 
funding, and ensures long-term sustainability.  

This Conservation Plan was developed from the vision of our Elders and community 
members, with support from Mushkegowuk Council. In accordance with Resolutions 
passed by Mushkegowuk Council and Band Council Resolutions, the Nations partnering 
under the umbrella of Omushkego Wahkohtowin, include:  

                                                                                 

                                                                                        

                                                         

Seven of these Nations are members of Mushkegowuk Council and an additional two 
have agreed to be represented by Mushkegowuk Council for the purpose of Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin PFP.
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Vision 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin: Omushkego Gahgihgeh (Omushkego Wahkohtowin) is a 
vision for today and for generations to come. It is a journey of revival, resilience, 
prosperity, and partnership based on Omushkego values and environmental 
conservation. The vision and plan will enhance Omushkego well-being, culture, 
spirituality, and heritage, and protect the lands and waters. We will build and strengthen 
collaborative partnerships between our Nations, the governments of Ontario and of 
Canada, as well as non-governmental and philanthropic organizations. 

The goal of the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP is to protect the environment and 
well-being of Omushkego and partnering Nations’ territorial lands and waters, 

first and foremost for Omushkego Nations, as well as for Ontario, Canada,        
and the world. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP vision emphasizes the interconnections between 
land, forests, freshwater, marine environments, and economic opportunities. It recognizes 
our obligations to respect and protect the ecological integrity of Na-Taski-Nano: “Mother 
Earth” or “that which sustains the people.”  

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP focuses on community well-being through the 
maintenance of ecological integrity along with restoration of ecosystems that have been 
impacted by human and industrial activities. Conservation activities will mitigate the 
effects of climate change, maintain the region’s rich biodiversity, and support Omushkego 
harvesting rights, spirituality, culture, and traditions.  

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP is based on the 
belief that everything is connected. The best example of 
how everything is connected is our rivers. Our river 
systems serve a vital role as “arteries” that connect all 
parts of our Homelands, from the many lakes found in 
the boreal forests in the south to the James Bay and 
Hudson Bay watersheds and saltwater tidal flats in the 
north. Many Omushkego refer to themselves as the 
“people of the river.” From the southernmost 
Omushkego Nation to the Husdon and James Bay 
coastal Nations, the rivers connect not only the different 
landscapes of our Homelands, but the people of our 
homelands as well. Omushkego culture is like the rivers of our homelands. Our culture 
flows through all Omushkego and like our rivers, it connects all Omushkego to one 
another. Our ancestors used the rivers to travel vast distances, from the James Bay coast 
in the north to the height of land in the south, traversing many landscapes and revealing 
the interconnectedness of all living things. The rivers connect the land, they connect our 
culture, they connect the northern and southern Omushkego, they connect us to our 
ancestors, and they connect us to our traditions. Through our rivers we see how 
everything is connected. 

Gahgihgeh 

Cree word meaning 
“forever” 

Na-Taski-Nano 

Mother-Earth – who takes 
care of her children and the 
homelands of Omushkego 
Cree.  



  
Draft Conservation Plan (March 2024) For Omushkego Nations Review 

16 

 

 

In many ways, the rivers embody the essential nature of the concept of Wahkohtowin. 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin is premised on the integrated wholeness between 
ecosystems, wildlife, and humans. The rivers reveal the connection between past and 
present, between north and south, and between mushkeg and forest. All ecosystems are 
equal and interdependent, and it is important to extend protection to each part of this vast 
interconnected system. The rivers are sacred and need to be protected. By protecting the 
rivers, we protect ourselves, we protect our culture, and we protect a better future for 
generations to come. 

We view the protection and restoration of Na-Taski-Nano as the foundation for good 
relationships, for healthy Omushkego, healthy Ontarians, and a healthy Canada. We also 
see the protection, restoration, and conservation of Na-Taski-Nano as the foundation for 
a sustainable economy for generations to come. Preserving the ecosystems of our 
homelands will also allow us to work collaboratively with forestry and critical mineral 
projects through proper planning and sustainable development as our Nations desire.  

 

 

 

  

Gerry McComb 
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Framework For Omushkego Wahkohtowin 
The Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP is an Omushkego initiative created and undertaken 
in partnership with participating Nations, the Government of Canada, the Government of 
Ontario, and philanthropic organizations. Through the process of land use and land 
management planning, we will identify areas for conservation/protection and areas that 
may be used for resource development. We are laying the building blocks for enhancing 
Omushkego readiness to reaffirm our jurisdiction and our sovereignty over the 
management of the lands and waters in our territories.  

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin Conservation Plan is based on a ten-year implementation 
period, coupled with a permanent financing model. We have ten years to prepare to take 
control of the management of our lands and resources. This Plan serves as the framework 
for carrying out the vision for Omushkego Wahkohtowin. It is the first of many steps that 
need to be taken. 

The following sections summarize how we will work toward achieving the vision of the 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP. The framework is centred around four streams that 
highlight the overarching desired outcomes and will help to guide us in turning the 
Omushkego vision into reality:  

• Stream 1: Create protected and conserved areas to ensure ecological integrity for 
the preservation of inherent, treaty, and harvesting rights, and spirituality, culture, 
and traditions; 

• Stream 2: Establish Omushkego Wahkohtowin governance and management; 

• Stream 3: Care for ecosystem health; 

• Stream 4: Economic and cultural development, sustainable livelihoods, and 
community wellbeing. 

These Streams embrace an interconnected and holistic approach to conservation that 
includes economic community development, while keeping the full vision of Wahkohtowin 
in mind. The initial implementation period will last 10 years, and a permanent program will 
continue afterwards to serve future generations and ensure the durable protection of our 
homelands.  

 

  

Clare Wark, WWF 
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Stream 1: Create Protected and Conserved Areas That 
Contribute To Ecological Integrity and Support Inherent, 
Treaty, and Harvesting Rights, As Well As Spirituality, 
Culture, and Traditions 

Establishing new protected and conserved areas and revisiting the management 
frameworks of existing protected areas are essential for the long-term ecological integrity 
of, and the asserting of sovereignty over, the Omushkego homelands. Time is of the 
essence to ensure the establishment of a connected series of habitats that nourish a 
diverse range of species (e.g., moose, fish, and geese) that support the Omushkego. In 
addition, many species-at-risk inhabit the Omushkego Homelands such as caribou, lake 
sturgeon, wolverine, and red knot (see Appendix 1 for current full list) and face threats 
due to habitat loss and fragmentation.  

This stream has several purposes: 

• Create new protected and conserved areas;  

• Preserve and restore habitats that are crucial for maintaining biodiversity and 
ecological integrity at the regional level;  

• Safeguard biodiversity and the cultural landscape through an interconnected 
approach to conservation and protection of terrestrial, forest, freshwater and 
marine ecosystems; 

• Protect our peatlands, as they are critical carbon sinks and serve as a national and 
global means to reduce and mitigate climate change. 

Through the Omushkego Wahkohtowin PFP, protected and conserved areas will ensure 
that the cultural and ecological integrity of the Omushkego Homelands is maintained. 
These protected and conserved areas will be identified by project Nations, will include 
Indigenous-led governance, and will align with the standards recognized by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN is the global authority promoting 
the conservation of nature and sustainable use of natural resources). This means that 
new protected and conserved areas will be counted towards Canada’s conservation and 
protected areas targets and will come with continued government investments to ensure 
the sustainability of the Omushkego Wahkohtowin.  

Appendix 2 outlines the strategies, milestones, and activities of Stream 1.  
 
 

 Maude Durand 
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Goal 1.1 – National Marine Conservation Area Establishment 

The National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) is the starting point of the Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin protected areas vision. The negotiation and establishment of the NMCA in 
Omushkego Homelands is a pivotal milestone for the Omushkego and for Canada. The 
86,000 km2 area proposed for the first phase of the NMCA represents a significant 
contribution to Canada’s ocean conservation targets and is central to our holistic 
conservation vision.  

The creation of an NMCA also addresses the long-standing desire of Elders to conserve 
Washaybeyoh and Weeneebeg. For decades, Mushkegowuk Council has heard the calls 
from our Elders, leaders, and community members to protect these ecologically and 
culturally significant coasts and marine waters. Mushkegowuk Council began considering 
a potential NMCA in partnership with Parks Canada in 2021. The first phase, feasibility 
assessment, was completed in February 2024, following extensive community 
consultation. This kicks off the establishment phase and process by which the 
Omushkego will negotiate an establishment agreement with the federal government and 
continue community engagement.  

Under Omushkego Wahkohtowin, Mushkegowuk Council, the Government of Canada, 
and the Government of Ontario will work together to enhance the protection provided by 
an NMCA to include the coastal waters from the low tide to high tide line, and the land to 
an agreed upon distance inland from the coast. This will complete the NMCA and will 
reflect the cultural and ecological interconnectedness of land, rivers, coastline, estuaries, 
and ocean.  

 

  Maude Durand 
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Goal 1.2 – Establishment Of Omushkego Protected and Conserved 
Areas Network 

Core to the Omushkego Wahkohtowin vision is the creation of a network of protected and 
conserved areas. To achieve this goal, Omushkego Wahkohtowin is adopting a blended 
approach to conservation which recognizes the dynamic and interdependent nature of 
ecological, social, and cultural systems. This approach emphasizes the need for diverse 
protection and conservation measures to address the priorities of each Nation, species, 
and ecosystem across the Omushkego Homelands. It is an approach that emphasizes 
the need to protect our Indigenous and Treaty rights. 
 
For biodiversity to thrive, multiple strategies (including habitat restoration, community 
engagement, and adaptive management) are needed. Omushkego Wahkohtowin will 
balance human needs with the preservation of natural habitats by creating varying levels 
of protection and differing land uses.  

Mushkegowuk Council (see also Stream 2) will collaborate with the Government of 
Ontario and the Government of Canada to identify legislative and governance tools, 
suitable for securing the lands identified for protection under the land use planning 
exercise that will also respect and uphold Indigenous rights and titles. These mechanisms 
could include, but are not limited to: National Parks, Heritage Sites, Bird and Wildlife 
Sanctuaries, Provincial Parks, Wilderness Areas, Conservation or Biodiversity Reserves, 
and Wetland designations. The best mechanism(s) for protection will be determined on a 
location-by-location basis by the Nation(s) in collaboration with provincial and federal 
governments.  

Mushkegowuk Council and Nations will work with the federal and provincial governments 
to bring the purpose, management, and operations of existing protected and conserved 
areas in line with Omushkego values. These negotiations and any subsequent 
agreements will acknowledge Omushkego contributions to ecological integrity, will 
provide community benefits, will establish modern co-management practices between 
equals, and will result in a network that will ensure the health of the land for generations 
to come.  

The process of establishing a network of protected and conserved areas will be 
transparent and inclusive, incorporating conservation goals identified during the land-use 
planning process and community input at all stages of the process. The establishment 
process for the chosen legislative frameworks will include community consultations and 
endorsement, which will foster a step towards reconciliation and Nation-to-Nation 
relationship building. 

 
Clare Wark, WWF 
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Stream 2: Establish Omushkego Wahkohtowin Governance 
and Management 

Omushkego Wahkohtowin envisions an Omushkego-led governance framework that 
enables co-management of the land, waters, and ocean, and ensures treaty and inherent 
rights are protected. Building an integrated and resilient governance framework will 
ensure the long-term sustainability of Omushkego Wahkohtowin and enhance the ability 
of the Omushkego and our partners to achieve conservation and socio-economic goals. 
The governance of Omushkego Wahkohtowin encompasses the reinforcement of 
organizational, institutional, and resource capacity that will support the implementation of 
effective and integrated financing, governance, and management practices. An 
Indigenous-led governance framework built on Nation-to-Nation relationships is key to 
ensuring the sustainability of our vision. 

Achieving the goal of effective governance will be facilitated by growing Nations’ Lands 
and Resources Department capacity and supporting developing new Lands and 
Resources Departments. Mushkegowuk Council’s Lands and Resources Department’s 
capacity will also be increased for the purpose of supporting Omushkego Nations and 
delivering region wide initiatives. An Elders Advisory Committee will be established to 
provide advice to the Mushkegowuk Council and will coordinate the implementation of the 
conservation plan and support each project Nation’s implementation activities. (Goal 2.2)  

The Conservation Trust Fund (CTF) is where the conservation finances are kept and 
managed. It is an independent organization with its own governance structure with 
representation from funders and Nations. A CTF is independent because it must be a 
permanent institution that operates independently of political processes and changes. 
The Omushkego Wahkohtowin CTF operations manual is in development and will 
describe its governance structure.  

Appendix 3 outlines the strategies, milestones, and activities of Stream 2.  

 

Goal 2.1 – Omushkego Nations’ and Mushkegowuk Council Lands 
and Resources Departments 

Omushkego Wahkohtowin seeks to bolster Omushkego Nations’ governance and 
operational capacity for land and water management and create new capacity for 
protected and conserved areas management. The mandate of Mushkegowuk Council 
Lands and Resources Department will expand to include regional support for protected 
and conserved areas, emphasizing the integrity and connectivity of ecosystems, and the 
alignment of regional and Nation’s programs.  

Lands and Resources Departments will be enhanced or established in each Nation 
through hiring and training. These organizations will oversee ecosystem monitoring, 
restoration, research programs, and will manage protected areas in their traditional 
territories. A Guardian program will also be developed and/or expanded in each 
community to support conservation management and monitoring (additional information 
can be found in Goal 3.1). In addition to enhancing stewardship at the community level, 
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this approach will provide conservation jobs, bolster capacity, and will be built in a way 
that ensures sustainability over time.  

To ensure full involvement of participating Nations that are not Mushkegowuk Council 
members, a Wahkohtowin Board of Directors and a Special Forum on Conservation at 
Mushkegowuk Council’s Annual General Assembly will be established. The Wahkohtowin 
Board of Directors will have the following structure, functions, and decision-making 
powers: 

● Directors from the Nations’ Lands and Resources Departments or equivalent from 
each participating Nations will form the basis of the Board to ensure representation 
of all participating Nations, along with the Mushkegowuk Council’s Director of 
Lands & Resources, who will provide a regional perspective;  

● Responsibility for providing overall direction to Mushkegowuk Council Lands and 
Resources Department;  

● Approve recommendations that are brought to the Council of Chiefs concerning 
annual conservation plan implementation budgets, strategic planning 
considerations, and annual conservation work plans; 

● Would be positioned above the Director of the Mushkegowuk Council’s Lands and 
Resources Department and would report to the Mushkegowuk Council of Chiefs 
at the Special Forum on Conservation (see Figure 2); 

● The Board’s mandate includes regular reporting to the Mushkegowuk Council’s 
Chief Executive Officer and submission of Annual Reports at the Mushkegowuk 
Council’s Annual General Assembly; 

● The Wahkohtowin Board of Directors’ powers would be granted by a Resolution of 
the Mushkegowuk Council of Chiefs. 

The Annual General Assembly’s Special Forum on Conservation will be established and 
granted certain powers by virtue of a Resolution of the Mushkegowuk Council of Chiefs, 
which would grant non-Mushkegowuk Chiefs the right to sit in session as voting members 
of the Mushkegowuk Council of Chiefs on matters pertaining to the Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin. 

Tessa Pizzale 
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Goal 2.2 – Community-based Land Use Planning 

Recognizing the deep knowledge that the Omushkego have about their lands and waters 
and the important role of land-use planning in conservation, the completion of land use 
plans early in the 10-year implementation period is a top priority.  

The process of land use planning will balance ecological integrity, cultural integrity, 
community well-being, and economic values, and build off of prior work done by each 
Nation. The project Nations will express their unique visions for their lands and waters. 
Areas will be identified for protection and conservation of ecological and cultural values, 
and legal or Nation designation will be sought as appropriate. Land use planning will 
include landscape-level considerations, such as, connectivity, long-term resiliency, down-
stream effects, and cumulative impacts. An Omushkego-led approach to land-use 
planning will be used that will meet the requirements of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and further the implementation of 
Indigenous titles and rights. While this process is underway, the Mushkegowuk Council 
will seek interim protection for our homelands in order to maintain ecological integrity as 
well as to ensure Omushkego rights to self-determination over our homelands. 

The participating Nations will lead and develop the process for land-use planning in 
collaboration with the Mushkegowuk Council and Ontario. In a “planning together” 
approach, the Mushkegowuk Council will provide technical support, facilitate the sharing 
of knowledge between the Nations and support the harmonization of land use plans for 
shared territories. Currently, Nations have varying levels of knowledge collection and 
baseline land-use planning information. Some Nations have developed draft land use 
plans that need review and updating. By planning together, this conservation plan will 
support starting new land-use planning processes and expedite completing of existing 
land use plans. 

 

  Edward Sutherland 
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Goal 2.3 – Partnerships With Governments For Conservation  

The specific nature of the relationship between Omushkego Wahkohtowin and the federal 
and provincial governments will ultimately depend upon the mechanisms that are used to 
conserve and protect our lands and waters. This will emerge as a result of negotiation 
processes with the governments of Canada and Ontario. The primary principle that will 
guide partnerships with governments is “Indigenous-led” conservation. This means that 
the Nations are fully involved in all executive, administrative, and operational aspects of 
conservation decision-making processes as they pertain to the Omushkego Wahkohtowin 
and management of our natural resources. 

The success of Omushkego Wahkohtowin depends upon a whole-of-government 
approach. We require that the relevant participating departments and agencies in the 
federal and provincial governments commit to providing technical expertise and funding 
in support of the protection of lands identified by the Omushkego. In turn, the Omushkego 
will engage in establishing negotiations aimed at creating new protected and conserved 
areas as well as the establishment of new protected and conserved areas that will 
contribute to Canada’s conservation targets. In addition, new protected and conserved 
areas that are established using federal or provincial mechanisms will be managed 
collaboratively by the Nations. This includes, but is not limited to, engaging in co-
management practices, and developing shared decision-making processes, or, where 
these are not possible, authority for making decisions will be the responsibility of the 
Omushkego. 

We will work with governments to review and update the purpose and objectives of 
existing protected areas so that they reflect Omushkego values and interests. The aim is 
to establish a co-management regime or to devolve responsibility for the management of 
existing protected areas or groupings of protected areas to the Nations. Where and when 
the “devolution” of responsibility occurs, it will require the continuation of appropriate 
conservation program funding.  

 

  

David Flood 
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Stream 3: Care For Ecosystem Health 

To ensure conservation objectives are met, it is 
necessary to strengthen or build activities, 
programs, and capacities to care for ecosystem 
health that is Omushkego-led and that 
incorporates both Omushkego knowledge and 
Western ways of knowing.  

Stream 3 research activities also support Stream 1 
by providing information about the lands and 
waters necessary for identifying potential protected 
and conserved areas. To ensure the long-term 
sustainability of our programs, the Omushkego will 
lead and be full participants in caring for and 
restoring ecosystem health through stewardship, 
technical, and scientific capacity-building activities and by building a community-based 
approach to research and monitoring. We anticipate the Omushkego will become 
renowned for our contributions and leadership in research and monitoring.  

Omushkego culture, traditions, rights, and health are inextricably linked with ecosystem 
health. The Ininiwi Pimatisiwin or Omushkego Cycle of Life will inform our work as part of 
Stream 3, which aims to weave together ways of knowing (see Figure 3).  

Appendix 4 outlines the goals and activities to accomplish Stream 3.  

 

Ininiwi Pimatisiwin 

Omushkego Cycle of Life – it 
describes six seasons based on 
the state of land and water, and 
life cycles of animals and plants 
that underpin people’s hunting, 
fishing, trapping, and gathering 
activities and spiritual practices. 

The new year begins in 
sikwan/seegwin (spring) and 
ends with pipon/pipoon (winter). 

Clare Wark, WWF 
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Figure 3. Ininiwi Pimatisiwin or Omushkego Cycle of Life (see also insert poster) 
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Goal 3.1 – Guardians Programs 

Caring for ecosystem health requires boots-on-the-ground filled with Omushkego feet in 
the role of Guardians. Indigenous Guardians programs are used in Canada and globally 
as the eyes and ears of the Nations. They play a critical role in all aspects of stewardship, 
ensuring ecosystems and cultural and spiritual resources are protected and that rules and 
regulations are followed. They uphold and enforce traditional and contemporary 
Indigenous laws as part of continuing the work of their ancestors in protecting and 
managing their territories. No two Guardians programs are the same but there are 
commonalities: patrolling, monitoring and being a presence on the homelands, 
maintaining and promoting cultural continuity, collecting, and analyzing data, conducting 
ecosystem restoration operations, implementing resource management plans, ensuring 
public safety, and upholding Indigenous authority and rights through compliance and 
enforcement. We will work with and learn from established Guardians programs as we 
build the future Omushkego Guardians Programs.  

We envision that each Nation will have its own functioning Guardians program that is part 
of its Lands and Resources Department. The work begins at the regional level with 
completing the Omushkego Guardians Program Strategic Plan, Training Standards 
Manual, and Junior Guardians Initiative. The planning documents will then help to guide 
each Omushkego Nation to develop their community-specific Guardians Program 
Implementation Plan (includes hiring, training, standard operating procedures, standards, 
and equipment), operational protocols for field work, and a plan for field equipment, 
storage facilities, and field stations. To provide basic support for community Guardians, 
a plan for site development and building Guardian accommodations will be developed 
and accommodations built by Year 10. Each year, community-specific and regional 
training will occur, and the Guardians will implement their patrol, monitoring, and research 
operational plans. The Omushkego Guardians will meet annually at the regional level to 
share information and take part in collective training, and every 2-3 years participate in 
the National Guardians Meeting. Omushkego conservation laws and codes of ethics, that 
are based on Omushkego Elders’ knowledge and teachings, as well as known 
Omushkego values, will guide and provide authority for the Guardians’ conservation 
compliance and enforcement programs. In addition, agreements and applicable training 
will be developed with federal and provincial organizations for designating Guardians 
under their respective conservation and protected areas legislations.   
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Goal 3.2 – Research and Monitoring  

The Homelands of the Omushkego look north, following the direction of the river’s flow; 
they are part of the Arctic Watershed. Water dominates the landscape in summer and ice 
and snow in winter. The land is saturated with countless wetlands, peatlands, lakes, 
streams, and rivers, all draining northward to Hudson and James Bays. The headwaters 
are in the Boreal Shield at the height of land just north of Lake Superior and form six 
major watersheds flowing into the Hudson Bay–James Bay Lowlands: Severn, Winisk, 
Ekwan, Attawapiskat, Albany, and Moose. All but the Albany and Moose are free-flowing, 
wilderness rivers with high levels of ecological integrity that are threatened by potential 
development activities and climate change. 

Knowledge, information, and understanding of ecosystems are needed to care for 
ecosystem health. There are four main area types that will be used to frame research and 
monitoring within the Omushkego Wahkohtowin: boreal forest; watersheds (fresh water); 
lowlands (peatlands); and coastal. Each area is affected by three physical forces: 
permafrost (continuous in the north to no permafrost in the south); climate (temperature, 
moisture, wind) from coastal to inland; and topography (inland hills to the flat lowlands 
and coast). This marvelous mix of conditions was created in large part by the region’s 
glacial history. The Laurentide Ice Sheet covered the land with ice 2-3 kilometres thick 
and, in its melt and retreat, created Hudson Bay, James Bay and the adjacent low-lying 
peatlands. The coastline continues to rise at a rate of 0.7-1.3 m/century. The landscapes, 
wetlands, waterbodies, and rivers support a high level of biodiversity and provide critical 
habitat for millions of migratory shorebirds, ducks, geese, and songbirds, and at least 39 
species-at-risk (Appendix 1). The region’s diversity and abundance of mammals, birds, 
fish, and plants has supported the Omushkego since time immemorial and must be 
protected.    

Research and monitoring are needed to maintain ecological integrity that is central to the 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin vision. The approach includes regional ecosystems 
assessments, studying climate change impacts, setting community and regional research 
priorities, and developing a regional ecosystem monitoring framework. These activities 
and outputs will contribute to developing community ecosystem monitoring programs, 
which will be a significant part of the Guardians’ work. Guardian-led research and 
monitoring will contribute to tracking the progress of this plan, Omushkego technical and 
science capacity will be developed so that community members will be the technicians 
and scientists leading research and monitoring. Collaborations with government, 
academia, and NGO research scientists will be important to achieving this goal.  
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A major impact to lands and waters in the region is commercial forestry in the boreal 
upland ecosystem. Commercial forestry has occurred for more than a century and has 
significantly affected the forests, lakes, and rivers, as well as displacing Omushkego from 
our lands. Commercial forestry has also drastically changed forests by using herbicides, 
road building and clear-cutting. The need to develop ecologically informed forestry and 
reforestation methods that are in keeping with Omushkego values, resource (e.g., food 
security) requirements, and access to the land are part of this plan.  

Diversion and damming of the tributaries and the main stem of the Moose River and 
Albany River to facilitate the production of hydroelectric power have long impacted the 
timing and volume of water flow, fish habitat, and Omushkego communities’ travel routes 
and use of the rivers. Actions for river restoration and mitigation of future dams and 
diversions will be initiated. Cleanup and remediation of debris and contaminated sites will 
also take place as part of the overall ecosystem restoration efforts.  

Research, monitoring, and protection of the carbon storage capacity of Omushkego 
Homelands is essential as the consequences of reducing storage capacity are far 
reaching. Stewardship of this ecosystem benefit is the Omushkego contribution to 
mitigating global temperature increase.  

 

 
Clare Wark, WWF 
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Goal 3.3 – Community-based Research and Knowledge Sharing 

Community-based research is an approach where projects are driven by community 
priorities and the community is involved in the entire research process from the questions, 
proposal writing, analyzing the information, interpreting the results, and taking action 
based on the research outcomes. Community-based research can be led by a researcher 
from outside the community or from within the community. Important principles of this 
approach are:  

• It is a cooperative, co-learning and capacity building approach; 

• Participants are empowered; 

• Ecological and cultural beliefs and values are included;  

• The relationship between researcher and community is built on respect, trust, and 
commitment.  

Research and monitoring activities in Omushkego homelands will use this approach and 
these principles.  

Knowledge sharing occurs through community-based research processes and other 
activities and means (e.g. CreeGeo Hub the Mushkegowuk Geographic information 
System sharing platform). Knowledge sharing is fundamental to and strengthens 
Omushkego language and culture. Throughout the implementation of Omushkego 
Wahkohtowin, knowledge sharing will occur and be based on the principles of ownership, 
control, access, and possession (OCAP). Researchers will be required to provide updates 
and share their results with communities.  

To facilitate community-based research and knowledge sharing, infrastructure, and 
programs will be developed. Community-based multi-purpose conservation centres are 
envisioned that will include space for gatherings of Elders, youth, hunters, guardians, and 
researchers, as well as training and teaching. Nations will take control of research by 
establishing a research review and permitting system that requires community 
engagement, reporting, and involvement of community members.  

Research priorities and the regional monitoring strategy will be developed using a 
community-based approach. Programs for Elder-youth camps, mentorship, training, and 
knowledge sharing summits are part of this approach. 

 

  

Alex Litvinov 
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Stream 4: Economic and Cultural Development, Sustainable 
Livelihoods, and Community Wellbeing 

 

Approximately 15,000 people live within the scope of Omushkego Wahkohtowin. We have 
a rich culture with deep spiritual connections to the land and waters, and our traditional 
values and teachings are passed down by Elders.  

The relationship between culture and the land is vital for our identity and existence. For 
thousands of years, we have lived in harmony with the natural world, observing and 
participating in the ecosystem’s balance. This connection is expressed through a history 
of rich and diverse traditional cultural practices like storytelling, dance, traditional music, 
clothing, and spiritual ceremonies. Contemporary indigenous artists are also inspired by 
these values, playing a crucial role in understanding, and articulating our heritage, rights, 
and the pressing issues of cultural, land, and water conservation. Our artists and cultural 
practitioners (Oshichikesiwuk) are stewards of our lands. We recognize that our thriving 
culture is inherently linked to thriving ecosystems. Our goals to strengthen knowledge 
transmission, invest in mentorship, and land-based healing ensure that this relationship 
and our identity continues to thrive for generations to come.  

Our communities rely on traditional foods and market foods. Traditional harvesting 
practices strengthen familial and social cohesiveness within communities and provide a 
source of nutrient-rich food. Our households are over seven times more likely to be food 
insecure than other Canadian households. Contaminated drinking water impacts six of 
the nine communities, and we have a housing crisis. While the needs in our communities 
are significant, through this plan we aim to improve the lives of our people.  

Omushkego Wahkohtowin recognizes the interconnection between community, cultural, 
and ecological health. This stream addresses community needs and priorities that will 
contribute to achieving conservation objectives. Our goals are to strengthen 
organizational, institutional and resource capacity for effective and adaptive management 
and governance at the community and regional levels.  

Through Omushkego Wahkohtowin, we will revitalize and strengthen Omushkego land-
based and cultural knowledge by ensuring full community participation in planning, 
management, and operations. We will ensure that traditional knowledge plays a central 
role in all conservation planning, management, and operations, as well as develop 
approaches to the interweaving of Indigenous and scientific knowledge and working to 
improve the well-being of our communities (see Figure 4). 

The goals and activities to be accomplished under Stream 4 are outlined in Appendix 5.  
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New jobs in all 
communities 

 
Multi-use centres and 
greenhouses 

    

 
Continuation of 
reconciliation with Crown 
governments 

 New housing units for 
conservation staff 

    

 Empowerment through 
training and leadership 

 

Traditional knowledge, 
cultural transmission, 
mentorship, and wellness 
programs 

    

 Country food programs to 
increase food security 

 Entrepreneurship incubators 
for small businesses 

    

    

Figure 4. Community benefits expected through Omushkego Wahkohtowin 

 

Goal 4.1 – Food Security 
The Mushkegowuk Council’s Nation Re-Building Initiative’s (NRI) Food Security Strategy 
(FSS) will address the issue of food security as part of Omushkego Wahkohtowin. The 
NRI FSS is currently focused on some of the following key areas: 

• Developing and implementing a Regional Food Strategy; 

• Creating a Regional Food Advisory Circle; 

• Creating Community Food Coordinator positions in each Nation. 

The Omushkego Wahkohtowin will work with the NRI FSS to determine the most efficient 
and effective use of available funds and capacities. In addition, the following food security 
programs have been identified by the communities:  

• Responsible harvesting by monitoring catch by the community 
o e.g., Elders’ gatherings for development of Traditional Harvesting Ethics 

Program; 
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• Supplement food security with agriculture  
o e.g., Community gardens, greenhouses, or storage facilities; 

• Expand the existing harvester program 
o e.g., Harvester program incremental operations; 

• Connect harvesters and artistic/cultural practitioners to ensure sustainable supply 
of materials and initiate new local economies.  

 

 
 

Goal 4.2 – Community Wellness and Healing Programs  

The Mushkegowuk Council’s Okimawiwin Minopimatiskiwinik Atoshkawikamik 
Department (OMA) will complete an inventory of land-based healing and land-based 
detox programs that are in the planning and operational stages of development. This will 
be followed by a regional, yet Nations-focused, land-based healing and land-based detox 
needs assessment, which will also explore the potential inclusion of cultural-artistic 
practices in lands-based healing. An analysis and comparison between existing land-
based healing and land-based detox programs (including projects that are at both the 
planning and operational stages of development) and the needs assessment will be used 
to inform the most efficient and effective distribution of available conservation resources 
and capacities in support of promoting land-based healing and land-based detox 
programs in participating Nations. 

Vicki Sahanatien 



  
Draft Conservation Plan (March 2024) For Omushkego Nations Review 

35 

 

Goal 4.3 – Transmission of Culture and Knowledge  

The concept of an Omushkego Institute has been discussed for more than thirty years. 
The Institute is envisioned as providing relevant post-secondary education in the 
Omushkego communities, based on our culture and language. Learning and cultural 
transmission programs to support this Conservation Plan will be developed by the 
Omushkego Institute. The Omushkego Institute will be founded through a partnership 
between the Omushkego Wahkohtowin and the Mushkegowuk Council’s Education 
Department, who will work together to develop culture and knowledge transmission 
programs.  

The development of cultural transmission programs will also make use of existing cultural 
initiatives, including Oshichikesiwuk Nanipek, a regional network of artistic and cultural 
practitioners. Funds will be allocated to support the strengthening of this network. 

 

 

  

Christina Bekintis 
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Goal 4.4 – Develop A Conservation Economy 

We envision an integrated conservation, cultural, and sustainable development 
landscape. Our regional conservation vision includes healthy communities and 
ecosystems. As outlined in this plan, we aim to demonstrate that conservation and 
development can work together. Therefore, our Nations need to be included as key 
decision-makers and participants in the economic development within our homelands. To 
do so, Omushkego Wahkohtowin aims to develop a conservation economy both at the 
Nation and regional scales.  

Omushkego Wahkohtowin will establish an entrepreneurship incubator program that will 
provide loan and grant finance to support local businesses. Access to funding will be 
provided through an application program and capacity will be developed to support 
business development and financial literacy. The exact structure of the application and 
funding process will be developed in year one with clear criteria, assurances of equitable 
distribution, clear monitoring and reporting requirements, and an independent evaluation 
committee.  

Our homelands provide key ecosystem benefits, such as storing carbon, high levels of 
biodiversity, unique species and habitats, and pristine freshwater and marine waters. 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin will continue to explore tools such as carbon credits, 
biodiversity credits, and payment for ecosystem benefits to generate funding to support 
the effective management and stewardship of our protected and conserved areas and 
surrounding lands and waters.  

The protection of our natural resources is one of the key enabling conditions for the 
establishment of a tourism market that we aim to explore and develop through 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin. Adventure and nature-based tourism is the fastest-growing 
industry in the tourism sector.  

We will develop a tourism strategy around our world class network of marine and 
terrestrial protected and conserved areas, wilderness rivers, unique biodiversity, and rich 
cultural landscape. This will be developed with each of the Nations and focus on culturally 
appropriate tourism that drives revenue to the communities, contributes to conservation, 
and creates local jobs.  

The protection of our lands in tandem with the development of cultural initiatives will 
support the creation of new cultural and artistic products. Sourcing sustainable materials 
in collaboration with the harvester support program, Omushkego Wahkohtowin will look 
for opportunities to support creative economies around conservation-related cultural 
products.  
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Glossary and Abbreviations 
Conserved areas Environmental management strategies that encompass a broad range of 
conservation initiatives and management approaches that may include legal protection to 
maintain and enhance biodiversity, ecosystem services, and cultural values while 
incorporating sustainable land use practices and community involvement. 

Conservation Trust Fund (CTF) is an independent organization that gathers in its 
governance structure the main partner groups involved in the funding and implementation 
of a conservation project.  

Ecological integrity The ability of an ecosystem to support and maintain its components 
(e.g. species and biological communities) and its ecological processes and ecological 
functions. 

Gahgihgeh Cree term for the concept of “forever.” 

Ininiwi Pimatisiwin Omushkego Cycle of Life: it describes six seasons based on the state 
of land and water, and life cycles of animals and plants that underpin people’s hunting, 
fishing, trapping, and gathering activities and spiritual practices 

Na-Taski-Nano Mother-Earth: who takes care of her children and the homelands of 
Omushkego Cree. 

National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) Federal designation under part of Parks 
Canada's system of protected areas to protect and conserve representative examples of 
Canada's natural and cultural marine heritage for the benefit, education, and enjoyment of 
the people of Canada and the world. 

Project Finance for Permanence (PFP) A conservation model used to support the 
Omushkego Wahkohtowin. A PFP is a financial tool that brings together partners, such as 
governments, Indigenous peoples and local communities, and funders, to secure long-term 
conservation, full and sustained funding, and community benefits. Through this approach, 
protected places stay protected because they are collaboratively designed, locally-led, 
nationally supported, sustainably funded, and highly accountable. 

Protected areas Environmental management strategies that typically involve areas legally 
designated by governments or other entities to safeguard natural and cultural resources with 
strict regulations and management plans 

Wahkohtowin A term in the Cree language that describes the concept of kinship, or the 
interconnectedness and interdependence of all living things. It is often used to express the 
idea of living in harmony with the natural world and with one another, recognizing the 
importance of relationships and responsibilities in maintaining balance and well-being. 
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APPENDIX 1. Species-At-Risk In The Omushkego Homelands 

 

Table 1. Mushkegowuk Territory Species At Risk 

Species Name Scientific Name Status 

Endangered 

Little Brown Myotis Myotis lucifugus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Northern Myotis Myotis septentrionalis Federally and Provincially Listed 

Mountain Lion (Cougar) Puma concolor Provincially Listed Only 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Provincially Listed Only 

Red Knot rufa subspecies, Tierra 
del Fuego / Patagonia wintering 
population 

Calidris canutus rufa Federally and Provincially Listed 

Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Federally Listed 
Lower Provincial Rank Listing 

Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee Bombus bohemicus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Monarch Danaus plexippus Federally Listed 
Lower Provincial Rank Listing 

Suckley’s Cuckoo Bumble Bee Bombus suckleyi Provincially Listed Only2 

Transverse Lady Beetle Coccinella transversoguttata Provincially Listed 
Lower Federal Rank Listing 

Black Ash Fraxinus nigra Provincially Listed Only2 

Total 11 species  

Threatened 

Eastern Wolf Canis lupus lycaon Provincially Listed 
Lower Federal Rank Listing1  

Polar Bear Ursus maritimus  Provincially Listed 
Different Federal Listing  

Wolverine Gulo gulo Provincially Listed 
Lower Federal Rank Listing  

Woodland caribou, Boreal 
Population 

Rangifer tarandus caribou Federally and Provincially Listed 

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia Federally1 and Provincially 
Listed 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Federally Listed 
Lower Provincial Rank Listing  

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Federally1 and Provincially 
Listed 

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis Federally1 Listed 
Lower Provincial Rank Listing  

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica Provincially Listed Only2 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes Provincially Listed Only2 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Provincially Listed 
Lower Federal Rank Listing1  

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Federally Listed 
Lower Provincial Rank Listing  

Total 12 species  
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Table 1. Mushkegowuk Territory Species At Risk continued  

Special Concern 

Migratory Caribou, Eastern 
Migratory Population 

Rangifer tarandus Provincially Listed Only2 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Provincially Listed Only 

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Provincially Listed Only 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor Federally and Provincially Listed 

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi Federally and Provincially Listed 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus Provincially Listed Only 

Red Knot rufa subspecies, 
Northeastern South America 
wintering population 

Calidris canutus rufa Provincially Listed Only2 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalarope lobatus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus Federally and Provincially Listed 

Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis Federally and Provincially Listed 

Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina Federally and Provincially Listed 

Lake Sturgeon, Southern Hudson 
Bay-James Bay populations 

Acipenser fulvescens Federally and Provincially Listed 

Northern Brook Lamprey Ichthyomyzon fossor Federally and Provincially Listed 

Yellow-banded Bumble Bee Bombus terricola Federally and Provincially Listed 

Flooded Jellyskin Leptogium rivulare Federally Listed Only 

Total  17 species  

Total   40 Species at Risk   

1 Species under consideration for SARA Schedule 1 status change, pending on the Governor in 

Council (GIC) decision. 
2 Species under consideration for SARA Schedule 1 addition, pending on the Governor in Council 

(GIC) decision. 

UPDATED MARCH 8, 2024 

Table 2. The Committee on The Status of Endangered Wildlife In Canada 
(COSEWIC) Assessed Species At Risk With Pending Designation In 
Mushkegowuk Territory 

Scientific Name Scientific Name Pending Status 

Pending designation 

Eastern Migratory Caribou Rangifer tarandus Endangered 

Eastern Red Bat Lasiurus borealis  Endangered 

Hoary Bat Lasiurus cinereus Endangered 

Silver-haired Bat Lasionycteris noctivagans Endangered 

Ringed Seal Pusa hispida Special concern 

Atlantic Walrus, Central-Low 
Arctic population 

Odobenus rosmarus Special concern 

Total 6 species   

COSEWIC Status; Pending on the Governor in Council (GIC) decision, species maybe listed on SARA 
Schedule 1. 
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Sassa Linklater won the 2023 Mushkegowuk Council logo design 

contest for the Omushkego Wahkowtowin project. Sassa is an 

omeskēko iskwew from Moose Cree First Nation and Peawanuck.  

 

“My design showcases the beauty of our territories: the swamp, 

people, plants, and animals. I wanted to show that our people still 

have a connection to the land within our bodies and spirits.”  

Sassa Linklater 


